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A Glimpse of More 

Amazing healings: children’s stories, or more? 

August 5th  Friday Forum @ Lunch 

Mark 3:1-12 

A Glimpse of More 

Is there anything more? 

Is there any evidence of something more? Something more than what we can see, taste or 

touch? 

Is there any evidence for God? 

In this series of lunchtime forums we’ve been thinking about the increasingly popular 

atheist claim that there isn’t any evidence for God.  

When Bertrand Russell was asked what he’d say if he died and met God and God asked him 

why he hadn’t believed in him. Russell replied, “Not enough evidence, God”, “Not enough 

evidence”. 

Many modern atheists echo Russell’s sentiments. Leading atheist, Carl Sagan was reputed to 

have said, 

‘You can't convince a believer of anything; for their belief is not based on evidence, it's based 

on a deep-seated need to believe.’ 

So are these atheists right? Is there no evidence for God? Is belief in God simply a deep-

seated need to believe? 

Now, if they’re right; if there is no credible evidence for the existence of God, then believing 
in a God may indeed be a delusion. 
 
At the City Bible Forum we’re intent on asking the bigger questions, and this is a big one, if 
God is there, where would you catch a glimpse of him? 
 
Jesus – offers a glimpse of more? 
 
Two weeks ago, here in Melbourne, there was a major debate between leading atheist 
Peter Singer and Christian, John Lennox. John Lennox is a mathematician from Oxford 
University and he made a variety of public appearances that week, even appearing on the 
ABC TV show, ‘Q&A’. Did anyone see the show? 
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Lennox advances a number of different ‘evidences’ for God. But the main evidence he rests 
on is the person and works of Jesus Christ. Lennox considers Jesus as his best evidence for 
God. 
We wanted to explore this claim further. Hence, we’ve taken this series to investigate and 

see if Jesus really does offer a glimpse of more.  

Last week we looked at some of the things Jesus said and he made some incredible claims. 

Jesus claimed to forgive sins – something that only God can do. Jesus was claiming the 

authority of God. Essentially he was claiming to be God. 

This is an enormous claim. CS Lewis said that anyone who made the claims Jesus made – 

such as forgiving sins – if he wasn’t telling the truth, then he ought to be considered on the 

same level as a poached egg. And this led Lewis to form his famous trilemma. Jesus could 

have been a liar, he could have known he wasn’t God, but just tried convincing others he 

was. Or he could have been a lunatic, he could have genuinely believed he was God, but in 

reality was deranged and mentally unstable. Or he could have been telling the truth, he 

could really have been the Lord.  

So which was Jesus? A liar, a lunatic or the Lord?  

How would we work out if he was telling the truth? 

Well, one way to see if Jesus was truthful would be to look at other aspects of Jesus’ 

character. Are the things he did consistent with a claim to be God? 

Imagine you’re interviewing for a new position in your office. The job applicant turns up and 

on their resume, under qualifications it has, ‘God – I am the almighty’. You may raise an 

eyebrow and perhaps in the job interview you’d ask them a little more about that? You’d 

want them to demonstrate that they were God wouldn’t you? You’d want them to back up 

their divine claim.  

What could they do? What would convince you that they really were the almighty? 

I think we’d all agree that performing a mail-merge or synching Google + and Facebook are 

not really in the realms of the fantastic. Although some of us may think that! You’d want 

something fairly substantive to support the claim that this person was God. In the film, 

‘Bruce Almightyl’ Jim Carrey was given the power of God. And what could he do? 

The film convinced us that Jim Carrey was endowed with the power of God. He could do 

incredible things, like parting his soup like the red sea, moving the moon, and making his 

colleague speak gibberish on the air. Through all these ‘miracles’ the movie helped us 

believe that Bruce really had the power of God. 

So what does Jesus do? Does Jesus demonstrate powers that we’d expect from God? 
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Well, amazingly I think he does. Jesus demonstrates extraordinary power. His miracles are a 

little different to Bruce. Jesus doesn’t drive fast cars, look up women’s dresses or blow up 

fire hydrants. Jesus does things which we wouldn’t expect from an ordinary person. He 

displays power that I think we’d expect from God. 

Jesus was a great miracle worker 

Let’s look at one of these displays of power. We see one described in the passage printed on 

the inside of your outline. 

Here we see, in front of a wide-eyed crowd, Jesus demonstrating extraordinary power by 

healing a man with a deformed hand. 

Look at what happens, there in sentence 5, a withered hand is restored. A hand which was 

unable to pick up, grasp, or hold; a hand which was previously useless is restored to good 

health. 

This is a remarkable display of power. It’s remarkable because it can’t be simply attributed 

to a spontaneous remission or a placebo. One of the criticisms of modern ‘miracles’, are 

that they are simply placebos. This is where someone perceives that they’re better, but in 

reality there is no medical difference or the healing is the result of their own belief. But here 

in this passage we see clearly that this can’t be a placebo. The hand is shrivelled. The hand is 

visibly and demonstrably deformed. And Jesus, with a word, asks for the hand to be 

stretched out – and it is healed. A shrivelled hand is restored. Jesus’ demonstration of 

power is remarkable. 

But there’s more, Jesus is completely confident in his healing ability. He doesn’t ever doubt 

his ability to heal the hand. Look in sentence 3, Jesus draws attention to the man and makes 

him stand in front of the gathered crowd. He then anticipates what will happen, ‘Which is 

lawful to do on the Sabbath? To save life or to kill?’ Jesus is fully confident in his ability to 

heal the man. He challenges the teachers of the law, he anticipates their objections. And 

without hesitating Jesus says to the man, calmly and confidently, ‘stretch out your hand’. 

And the man is healed. Jesus’ power is extraordinary. 

Now miracle workers are likely to get well known. It’s unlikely that someone who does 

miraculous things is going to remain anonymous forever. And Jesus became widely known. 

Look at the crowds who followed him in sentences 8 and 10. People came to him from 

everywhere. Jesus’ healed multitudes. 

And Jesus’ fame as a miracle worker grew so that even non-Christians recognised it. 

Josephus, a Jewish first century historian wrote this about Jesus, 

Now there was about this time Jesus, a wise man, if it be lawful to call him a man; for he 

was a doer of wonderful works, a teacher of such men as receive the truth with pleasure. He 

drew over to him both many of the Jews and many of the Gentiles.  
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Jesus was widely known as a miracle worker, one who had unusual and uncommon power. 

Now it’s true that in the Ancient World there were other miracle workers. There were 

others who claimed to perform miracles. Honi the Circledrawer made it rain, Apollonius of 

Tyana claimed to have extra sensory perception, and the Roman emperor Vespasian healed 

a blind man and a man with a diseased limb. 

So whilst Jesus wasn’t necessarily the only ancient miracle worker, Jesus stands out because 

of the sheer number of miracles attributed to him, and because of the ‘quality’ of his 

miracles. Jesus had a far greater range of power and dealt with extraordinarily serious 

conditions, restoring shrivelled arms, or even raising the dead. Jesus’ miracles were starkly 

different in their quality and the power. Jesus was a miracle worker unlike any the ancient 

world had ever seen. 

If Jesus claimed to be God and yet struggled with basic tasks, like cooking toast or realising 

you need to dial ‘0’ for a line out, you have to question his Godlike powers. But the miracles 

of Jesus are ‘in character’, they’re the kinds of works we’d expect from someone who 

claimed to be God. Jesus has power that is so exceptional, so controlled, and so intentional 

that he may indeed offer a glimpse of something more. 

Some people will never be convinced 

But the story in the Bible before us reveals another group who weren’t convinced. Jesus’ 

miracle failed to persuade them to follow him, in fact the miracle drew them into active 

opposition of Jesus. This group demonstrates that sometimes no matter what ‘evidence’ is 

presented there are some who will just never be convinced. 

Look at this group, the religious leaders, the Pharisees and the Herodians. They’re the group 

who try to fail Jesus on technicalities. They didn’t like Jesus and they were intent on failing 

him. Look in sentence 4. Jesus points out that healing on the Sabbath would be perfectly 

consistent with the ethos and purpose of the Sabbath. But that wasn’t good enough for 

these people.  

These leaders were fastidious law keepers who were content to making people suffer to 

satisfy unnecessary legalistic tests. These are the types of people who would boot out a 

starving person from a fine dining restaurant because they slurped their drink.  

These people had no empathy or concern for the man with the shrivelled hand. They 

wanted an excuse to accuse Jesus. And Jesus brings out their hypocrisy. 

This group saw the very same miracle as everyone else, the same miracle which amazed the 

crowds. But rather than recognising Jesus’ power and worshipping Jesus as the Lord, the 

Pharisees and Herodians wanted to kill Jesus. It seemed as though no matter what 

‘evidence’ was presented before them, they would never believe. 
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I find a similar refusal to engage the evidence with many modern atheists as well. Many 

modern atheist arguments seem merely convenient, and hardly do justice to the evidence 

presented. The aim appears to be avoiding the conclusion that Jesus is the Son of God. 

I’m not sure if you’ve heard of the four horsemen? The Four Horsemen of the anti religious 

apocalypse? The four horsemen are a group of the world’s leading atheists: Richard 

Dawkins, Christopher Hitchens, Sam Harris and, does anyone know the fourth?  The fourth 

of the four horsemen is a lesser known, Daniel Dennett. 

Daniel Dennett isn’t as well known as the other horsemen; partly because his book is a bit 

more scholarly, a bit less sensational and he’s a bit more thoughtful and reasonable. 

Anyway, I was doing some research into the four horsemen a couple of years back and I 

managed to get in contact with him. I was quite chuffed that we communicated briefly, and 

I asked him about his views of Jesus. He responded that he accepted that there was a 

Galilean preacher who gathered some disciples to himself, but he ‘of course’ rejected the 

miracles stories.  

This was an interesting admission. Daniel Dennett accepted Jesus but rejected his miracles. 

This puzzled me because all of the sources we have about Jesus, even non-Christian sources, 

accept Jesus as a miracle worker. Miracles form an integral part of his character description. 

So on what basis can you accept Jesus as a Galilean preacher but ‘of course’ reject the 

miracles? 

It seems to me that it’s not on the basis of ‘evidence’, but on the basis of a preconceived 

godless naturalistic worldview that fails to accept miracles.  

It’s this same assumption that guided the 18th century Scottish philosopher David Hume. He 

devised a test to determine the likelihood of a certain event being a miracle. But the key 

problem in his formulation was that he pretty much assumed a godless universe, thus 

rendering the possibility of miracles as zero. He assumed that the occurrence of a miracle 

would be so exceptional that no amount of evidence, regardless of how exceptional that 

evidence was, could demonstrate that a miracle occurred. And this view is echoed in many 

modern atheist arguments. 

So the acceptance of Jesus as a miracle worker comes down to your worldview. You either 

believe miracles are possible or not?  

If you don’t believe in God, then it seems hard to accept miracles as well. Maybe if you 

accept the possibility that there is a God, then maybe miracles could indeed be possible! 

Some people will never believe, regardless of what ‘evidence’ is presented before them. 

Even in the ancient world there were some who saw miracles but still didn’t believe. They 

didn’t believe because they detested what the miracle pointed towards. 
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Jesus’ miracles point to more – Jesus is the Son of God 

And in the end, this was the crucial question for the teachers of the law and it’s the crucial 

question for us. What does the miracle point towards? What does the miracle tell us about 

the character of the one performing the miracle? 

Miracles reflect the identity of the one performing them. The miracles of the Roman 

Emperor Vespasian pointed to him being an emperor intent on enhancing his reputation. 

The miracles of Bruce in Bruce Almighty miracles pointed to him being self absorbed, self 

centred and one who helps no-one but himself. So what about Jesus’ miracles? What do 

they tell us about Jesus’ character? 

Jesus’ miracles point to important aspects of his identity. Through his miracles we learn 

about who Jesus is.  

And who is he? 

Look in sentence 11 of the passage before us. Now I’m not sure what you make of things like 

spirits and demons, but leaving that aside, it’s clear they understand Jesus. They know who 

he is. They know Jesus was the Son of God. 

Jesus’ is one who comes with the power and authority of God. Jesus’ miracles demonstrate 

this authority and power, they point to him as one who offers something more. Jesus didn’t 

use his power for selfish gain or aggrandisement. But he used his to serve others and 

ultimately to give it up as he dies for the sins of the world on a Roman cross.  

Through Jesus’ miracles we see that there is more to this world. We see that maybe there is 

a transcendent, power that supervenes the world? Maybe Jesus’ miracles do suggest a 

glimpse of more? 

A glimpse of a God who came to live amongst us, disturbed the peace with miracle healings 

and was ultimately crucified because such miracles pointed to him being God, which 

ironically upset the religious hierarchy. 

His miracles give a glimpse of a new kingdom, a kingdom where sickness, disease and death 

no longer reign.  

A glimpse of a God who cares and has the power to act.  

A glimpse of hope and new life. 

Miracles themselves won’t convince everyone. Jesus himself said that some people would 

not be convinced even if someone rises from the dead. But through the miracles we see 

more clearly who Jesus is. We see Jesus coming with the power and authority of God. We 

see the in-breaking of a new kingdom. Jesus’ miracles indeed give us a glimpse of more. 


