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A Glimpse of More 

Jesus: the best of men, or more? 

July 29th - Friday Forum @ Lunch 

Mark 2:1-12 

A Glimpse of More 

“Not enough evidence, God”, “Not enough evidence”. 

These are the words of famed atheist philosopher Bertrand Russell. He was asked what he’d 

say if he died and met God and God asked him why he hadn’t believed in him. Russell 

replied, ‘Not enough evidence, God’, ‘not enough evidence’. 

The claim that there is no positive evidence for the existence of a god is becoming quite 

common. It’s the dominant theme of many modern authors known as the ‘new atheists’. 

People like Richard Dawkins and Sam Harris. Sam Harris in his bestseller, The End of Faith, 

claims that there is no evidence for religious propositions,  

‘every religion preaches the truth of propositions for which it has no evidence’  

Sam Harris The End of Faith p23.  

And the comedian Ricky Gervais, you know, the star, ‘David Brent’ of the English comedy 

show ‘The Office’. Well, last year he wrote the reasons for why he is an atheist,  

“I don’t believe in God because there is absolutely no scientific evidence for his existence and 

from what I’ve heard the very definition is a logical impossibility in this known universe,” 

http://blogs.wsj.com/speakeasy/2010/12/19/a-holiday-message-from-ricky-gervais-why-im-

an-atheist 

These modern atheists all maintain a consistent argument: ‘there is no evidence for God’.  
 
Now, if they’re right; if there is no credible evidence for the existence of God, then believing 
in a God may indeed be a delusion. 
 
So the big question remains. Is there any credible evidence for the existence of God? Are 
these atheists right in their assertion? 
 
At the City Bible Forum we’re intent on asking the bigger questions, and there is none bigger 
than this eternal question, ‘Is there a God?’ These modern atheists all claim there is no 
evidence for gods or the supernatural. There is nothing more. But are they right? 
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Where would you look to answer the question, is there a God? Where would you go to find 
‘evidence’ for God? If you wanted to catch a glimpse of God, where would you go? 
 
Last week we at the City Bible Forum were privileged to help organise a debate between 
two fine academics, atheist, Peter Singer and Christian, John Lennox. They debated the 
topic, ‘Is there a God?’ in the Melbourne Town Hall in front of 800 people.  
 
John Lennox, the Christian, outlined a few positive reasons for why he believed there to be a 
God. He claims you get a glimpse of God through modern scientific discoveries, through 
intelligence and through rationality. Yet he claimed his most powerful and persuasive 
evidence for belief in God was the person and works of Jesus Christ. Lennox along with 
many Christians claims that Jesus is the most suggestive glimpse of more. 
 
So if this is Lennox’s most persuasive and important ‘evidence’, then it seems to be worth 
investigating further and that’s what we’re going to do today. 
 
Jesus: the best of men! 

 

Jesus of Nazareth. He is regarded widely as the best of men. Elizabethan writer Thomas 

Dekker wrote this about Jesus: 

The best of men 

That e'er wore earth about Him was a Sufferer, 

A soft, meek, patient, humble, tranquil spirit; 

The first true gentleman that ever breathed. 

It’s so English isn’t it! 

And today Jesus is still regarded as the best of men. He’s the most written about person in 

history. Yesterday I went onto Amazon.com and searched for different biographies of 

different notable figures of history. I looked to see how many books had been published on 

each one. If you type ‘Mohammad biography’ you get 249 results, ‘Caesar biography’ gets 

492; Churchill - 1,066 results; Shakespeare - 1,336 results. Type in ‘Barry Hall’ and you only 

get 19 results, and Shane Warne, the Messiah to many, has only 18. But if you type in ‘Jesus 

biography’, you get 3,616 entries, nearly 3 times that of Shakespeare and 100 times more 

than Barry Hall and Shane Warne combined. 

 

 

HG Wells wrote about Jesus, 
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I am an historian, I am not a believer, but I must confess as a historian that this penniless 

preacher from Nazareth is irrevocably the very center of history. Jesus Christ is easily the 

most dominant figure in all history. 

The claim that Jesus was the best of men usually goes unchallenged. And even leading 

atheist Richard Dawkins agrees. He wrote an interesting article a few years back called, 

‘Atheists for Jesus’. He says that the remarkable thing about Jesus was that he publicly 

advocated niceness and was one of the first to do so. In fact Dawkins suggests that Jesus 

was ‘supernice’! Dawkins respects the genuinely original and radical ethics of Jesus. So even 

for the world’s leading atheist, Jesus was the best of men. 

But is Jesus more? 

Was Jesus just a man, even the very best of men? A supernice man?  

Or more? 

That’s the topic for today’s forum.  

And to help us think more about this, we’re going to reflect on the short passage from the 

Bible which should be in your outlines. This section of the Bible tells us a little bit about who 

Jesus thought he was and it’s very surprising. 

Jesus did what God did – forgive sins 

This section of the Bible occurs early on in the book of Mark where we see Jesus 

demonstrating his authority in a variety of different spheres. He demonstrates his authority 

over sickness by healing the sick. He demonstrates his authority over evil spirits, and he 

demonstrates his authority over ritual uncleanliness by touching and healing a leper. But 

here we see Jesus demonstrating his authority over something else. Jesus claims the 

authority to forgive sins. 

Look at this story, it’s a fairly memorable story. I’m sure if you were at a party on the 

weekend, and someone opened up the roof and dropped a paralytic down on a mat, you’d 

remember it for a long time to come. Although in our culture a paralytic at a party means 

something a little different to what it means here. But here we see the roof opening, the 

paralytic descends and he encounters Jesus. Now notice what Jesus says to the man. He 

says, ‘Son, your sins are forgiven’.  

This is a bit of a surprise. The paralytic didn’t come to Jesus to be forgiven, he wanted to be 

healed. But this story is recorded here to deal with a crucial question: who has the authority 

to forgive sins? 

Forgiveness flows from a situation where someone is wronged. I used to work in a national 

role for an insurance company. In this role I had to deal with all the various state managers. 

One day I sent out an email to all the state managers about a policy change, and from one of 
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the state managers I received an abusive email challenging the integrity of my work. This 

came as a bit of a shock. I showed my boss the email and he spoke to the state manager 

concerned. The state manager was mortified by what had happened and recognised he’d 

made a mistake. In this situation we could all see that I was wronged by the state manager. 

Now imagine if my boss went to the manager in question and said, ‘don’t worry, you can 

speak to Robert again now, I forgive you’.  

I’d say, ‘how can you say that?’, ‘why are you butting in?’ You can’t forgive on my behalf. In 

this situation only I could forgive. Only the offended party can forgive sins.  

So on what authority can Jesus forgive sins? 

The teachers of the law pick up on this and they respond in sentence 6 by saying, ‘He 

blasphemes! Who can forgive sins but God alone?’ They recognise that the forgiveness of 

sins is something only God can do. God is the one offended by our sins and only God can 

forgive. Anyone else who claims to do that is taking the place of God, and hence is a 

blasphemer. 

Jesus understands their concerns and he drives home the point. He then asks the teachers 

of the law. So which is harder, to say ‘your sins are forgiven’ or ‘get up pick up your mat and 

walk’. 

So what would you say? Which is easier? 

I’d suggest it’s easier to say, ‘your sins are forgiven’ because the effect of saying these words 

is not immediately apparent. Jesus asks this question as a challenge to the authority of our 

words. If any of us said, ‘get up pick up your mat and walk’, I doubt that any paralytic would 

get up. I don’t think any of us have the authority to do that. Hence it’s easier to say, ‘your 

sins are forgiven’ because the effect of this statement is not visible.  Any of us could say 

that, but do any of us really have the authority to forgive sins? I don’t think so. 

So then, how does Jesus demonstrate that he has the authority to forgive sins? How do we 

know that sins have actually been forgiven? 

Jesus then demonstrates that his words come with authority. He does this by saying to the 

paralytic, ‘pick up your mat and go home’. And the paralytic gets up and walks out! This 

healing is amazing in itself. But there’s a sting in the tail. The healing demonstrates that his 

words have authority. He has the authority to forgive sins. He has authority to do what only 

God can do. He is assuming God’s place. 

Jesus was claiming to be God 

So who is this Jesus? 
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Here, Jesus has done that which alone is God’s prerogative. Jesus has forgiven sins. Often I 

don’t think we quite grasp the magnitude of this claim.  

Imagine your boss sends around an email this afternoon and says, ‘I’m sick of the current 

federal government and this carbon tax, I’m dissolving parliament and I’m declaring a 

federal election’. What would you think? You’d think they’d be a little crazy, maybe you’d 

think it was a joke or perhaps they’d had too many Friday afternoon drinks. The only person 

who can declare a federal election is the Prime Minister. They are the only person with the 

authority to do that.  

CS Lewis writes concerning Jesus’ claim to forgive sins,  

One part of the claim tends to slip past us unnoticed because we have heard it so often that 

we no longer see what it amounts to. I mean the claim to forgive sins: any sins. Now unless 

the speaker is God, this is really so preposterous as to be comic... 

In the mouth of any speaker who is not God, these words would imply what I can only regard 
as a silliness and conceit unrivalled by any other character in history. 
 
CS Lewis, Mere Christianity 
 
Jesus was claiming to be God. He exercised the functions of God with the authority of God.  

And this is not the only place recorded in the Gospels where Jesus claims the place of God. 

Jesus also bestows eternal life (Mk 10:21), judges humanity (Matt 7:22-23; 25:34), 

transcends the Sabbath (Mk 2:27-28); and claimed to be greater than the temple—the very 

dwelling place of God (Matt 12:6). Jesus taught and performed miracles on his own 

authority (Matt 24:34; 26:13 etc) and did not defer to God (Matt 8:2-3; 8:5-13).  

Jesus’ claims throughout the gospels are clear, and here it is crystal clear. Jesus is claiming to 

be God. 

But anyone can claim to be God 

Now just because Jesus claims to be God doesn’t therefore mean that there is a god. There 

have been many people over the years who have claimed to be God or someone special. 

Wikipedia has an entry ‘List of people claimed to be Jesus’. This is a list of some 30 or so 

people who in the last hundred years or so have claimed to be God or the Messiah. They 

include people like David Koresh, Jim Jones, Yahweh ben Yahweh and Wayne Bent. Why 

shouldn’t we also believe their claims to be God? 

Well, we need to carefully assess their claims. We need to work out whether they are 

trustworthy or not. Was Jim Jones really god? 
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CS Lewis gives us a helpful test. A person claiming to be god could be one of three things: he 

would be a liar, a lunatic or the Lord. Ultimately this coalesces into two options, they’re 

telling the truth or not.  

 

When we look carefully at the self declared divine in the 20th century, we see that they 

often lead small personality cults, they are often associated with sexual deviancy – their 

‘power’ is often about seducing young girls. They didn’t do anything particularly remarkable 

that spoke of ‘divine’ status and former followers often declare these cult leaders to be 

lunatics. It seems that under CS Lewis’ categories, these divine 20th century categories are 

indeed ‘lunatics’. 

So then what about Jesus? Is it reasonable to believe Jesus was God? Or was he also a 

lunatic, like many of those claiming divine status throughout the twentieth century? 

Why is Jesus God? 

I think it’s reasonable to believe Jesus’ claim to be God. 

If we read the accounts of all Jesus says and does he does the things I’d expect a God to do. 

Look at this passage before us, he performs miracles, he heals a paralytic, and he knows the 

thoughts of those standing nearby.  

But he does so many other amazing things. People were constantly amazed at what he did. 

He was the wisest of teachers, he was good and even death posed no barrier to Jesus. 

I don’t see these other modern day ‘God’ characters, curing paralytics, living lives consistent 

with a good God or raising the dead. In fact one of the most famous of these ‘god’ 

characters, Jim Jones, orchestrated one of the largest mass suicides in history. Most of these 

other ‘god’ characters seem to lead selfish lives, like the character Bruce, from the film 

Bruce Almighty. He uses his godlike powers for sexual gratification and career advancement. 

But Jesus is different.   

The best of men 

That e'er wore earth about Him was a Sufferer, 

A soft, meek, patient, humble, tranquil spirit; 

The first true gentleman that ever breathed. 

Jesus: a glimpse of more? 

CS Lewis read this section of the Bible and understood what Jesus was saying. He realised 

that Jesus was claiming to be God. Lewis recognised Jesus as the best of men, but also a 

whole lot more. He said this,  



7 
 

 
I am trying here to prevent anyone saying the really foolish thing that people often say about 
Him: "I'm ready to accept Jesus as a great moral teacher, but I don't accept His claim to be 
God." That is the one thing we must not say. A man who was merely a man and said the sort 
of things Jesus said would not be a great moral teacher. He would either be a lunatic-on a 
level with the man who says he is a poached egg-or else he would be the Devil of Hell. You 
must make your choice 
 
You can shut Him up for a fool, you can spit at Him and kill Him as a demon; or you can fall 
at His feet and call Him Lord and God. 
 
CS Lewis, Mere Christianity 
 
C.S. Lewis was for many years an atheist. He was converted, ‘kicking, struggling, resentful, 
and darting his eyes in every direction for a chance to escape’. But he recognised that there 
was indeed more. He found evidence for God and this evidence was found in the person of 
Jesus Christ. CSL Lewis recognised Jesus as the Lord , he fell at Jesus’ feet and his life was 
never the same again.  
 
So is there any evidence for God?  

Well, if Jesus is to believed, there is! Jesus claims to be God himself and hence Jesus does 

give us a glimpse of more.  

As Jesus offers a glimpse of God, we see forgiveness and hope in a paralysed man. This is the 

same forgiveness and hope he offers to all humanity. 

Forgiveness!!!? 

To offer forgiveness almost makes it wrong to limit him to being simply a man. Jesus was 

indeed the best of men, but he is also much much more. 


